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This report contains information concerning She sighting of an unidentified 
flying ohject over SouthCentral France oa 17 sugust i722. 
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AIR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT 


on 17 August 1953 an unidentified flying object was sighteu over Son thCentral 
france (aprx 7158/0308), by tw pilots of the SSth Fighter Somber Squadron, 
20th Fighter Somber Wing, en route to te UK from home, Itaiy. 

-ersons interviewed who observed the object were: 


Captain Walter 0. Center, AO 732153 
let Lt. Thomas §. Cairney, AO 1909691 


th observers are considered reliable, experienced pilots. 


“No other alr traffic was known to bo ia toe same ‘oneraL area at she time of 
the sgiyznting. 

‘ey unueual weather comtitione prevailed at tie tine oi ‘he sivhtinge 

(napeetion of flight “ars of the Location discloses several oronibited areas 


tn the vicinity of the siavtiow. It is considered likely that experimentation 
takeing place in those arses say ave been observed by the ovo pilots. 
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On 17 August 1953, we, Captain Walter 3. Center, AO 732153, and lst Lt. 
| Thomas Ni. Cairney, AO 1909091, SAY, members of the 55th Fichter ‘omber Squadron, 
| departed Cismnpino Airfield, “ove, italy at 17172 with a flight of two FS5iu0 aircraft 
on a Toutine navigational proficianty flight to vethersfieid (Af Station, sngland. 


About 127202 over the avormxinate position of 7155/0305 (SonthCentral France}, 
erniging altitude 36,500 feet, magnetic teading 520 degrees, ve >>served an unicen- 
| $ifded serial object nine o'clock high te our Tlight path, in 2 sontowesterly 
direction. <The position of toe gun at this tive was approximately 20 to JO degrees 


above ‘he ‘ortison. 


With wley conditions in this area clear and vis loility unlinited, the initial 
sighting was very distinc’.  “«  %>ject apceared to be orilliant, sniniag wniite la 
color, roumi or spherical (1 «:ac@, with oo sign of gmosa, contrail, ot. (tule 
light apoeared to originate) (roa within the object). 


| “ecause of the unusual «yc «rance and altitude of tiis object, we altered our 
flight oath for a clower .~-. .* this time we increased our mower setting to Loot 
rpm, approaching the obje vaximum indicated air speed (.}2 mach) on an aporox= 
imate heading of 20 degres+. (ix minutes later we passed under the object at 

| 0,000 feet. Considering »r speed and the time consumed, tozether with the apparent 

- Laekt ef borisontel motion »f se object, we calculated i+ to have been about 50 miles 
distant at the imitial sizh«ime. [Dy the rate of horisontal closure we astinated the 
object to oe at an approxins:« »ititude of 55,900 to 00,000 feet, and 75 to 100 feet 
in diameter. 


We made three 360 dear. sireles under the objeet, climbing out to 13,000 feet. 
Thege was very little appas<"*+ Jecrease in the distance of cur seceration, and little 
oF B® movement of the object. “rom all points of observation there was 70 change 
in appearance. On our final >assage under the object at 15,500 feet, the clowing 
white light, slightly less ‘han a magnesium flare or arc vel:<iing liznt in intensity, 
appeared to seperate inte *w> Lights of equal sise and brilliance, 


The total length of observation of the object was apvroximately 15 minutes, at 
whigh time we were forced to leave due to shortage of fuel. 
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